2/16/73 


Dear Howard, 

Thanks for sending me Daughen's piece and your note of the 13th* If I am not 
mistaken, I spoke to Daughen the night I dared Specter to sue mo when I was going to 
speak at the Suburban synagogue* That may not be its exact name* A former slicooLiiate, 
Dave Salsburg, who has the Paperback bookstore in Ardmore asked mo to speak there and 
will recall my daring Specter and predicting he'd be silent* I know I called the Bulle 
before I 3poke* It may also be that Jack McKinney v/as there that night* Anyway, you 
understated, because you forgot my personal correspondence with Specter after his 
appearance on the CBS Videowhitewashes* 

I’m sorry the appearance of ray letter to Hall is so bad. I was given some old 
carbon sots and they sometimes don t work well in my portable. However, Lil is much 
too busy now to retype it so I'm mailing it as it is. I don t want them knuckle more 
than they have, or downplay the book* 

In fairness to yellow publishers, defending a spurious lav/suit can be very costly* 
It cost me #5,000 to got a spurious lawsuit by those nutty Cubans tlirown out of court. 
The night Percy Foreman fled the New York TV studio with his makeup on when he learned 
he was to confront me he threatened the station before anything was said and terrified 
them. They delayed the taping an hour and a half, begged me not to mention his name, 
and went into elaborate detail on v/hat such a spurious suit could cost them. They were 
so afraid they rigged a second show against me for the following week, just to keep 
Percy liappy, and were going to keep me off of it until I tlireatened to use soni9 coming 
radio time to call for black picket lines around their studios. So, the threat of suit 
alone is a real worry. It can cost like hell to v/in a certain victory* 

i 

Let me give you some advice you don t have to take* Unless it can help you make 
some arrangements for your book, stay out of tliis in any way that Specter would learn 
about. Buck it all to me* I have much more than you anyway and can t be hurt as you can 
be. You can be hurt more than I was at your age because I didn t have a scholarship. A 
prof got fired because he refused to flunk mo on the college president's order after I 
reported what the president didn't like reported, his friendliness to Hitler. He came 
storming into the paper, the city editor shooed me into a toilet until lie left, and 
when he got no satisfaction from the paper he went to work on me where he was boss* 

If you feel otherwise and want me to stay out, I will, but I really do think that unless 
there can be something in it for you, like making a clianco for your book, which is 
possible, you should be very careful. I bear too many scars to be concerned about my- 
self and as you know, I've survived many such affairs. 

You show no awareness of something I think you should consider, why Specter did 
so crazy a thing when he knows some of what I have on him* Do you tliink that a roan 
with his experience is unaware, of what can happen to him in such a suit? He knows it 

would be publicized and he can t think for a minute that after repeatedly daring him to 

3ue me I'd not rush to the aid°of anyone he sued whore I do have what is relevant* It 
is probable that ids sole purpose was s&tfef- justification and intimidation. However, like 
all hi3 former colleagues in that obscenity, he is galled by what he did, and it might 
drive him to foolish acts. If tho latter is true, he can be a very dangerous man, parti- 
cularly because he is to a position of power* 

Recognize the distinction between fear and care. *^on t be afraid, Be careful. 

Please keep me posted, including with clips. If I hear from Hall, I'll send you 

a copy 0 Note that I did not use this as an excuse to offer them any of my work* 

cc; Daughon Best, 


